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FCC MODERNIZES CHILDREN’S TV PROGRAMMING RULES 
New Rules Provide Broadcasters Greater Flexibility and Serves Public Interest

  -- 
WASHINGTON, July 10, 2019—The Federal Communications Commission today updated its 
children’s television programming rules.  This action provides broadcasters greater scheduling 
flexibility, enables them to offer more diverse and innovative educational programming, and 
relieves unnecessary burdens while ensuring that educational programming remains available 
to all children.

The updates reflect the myriad changes in the media marketplace since the FCC first adopted 
children’s programming rules nearly 30 years ago.  Children today have a wide variety of 
educational programming options available from broadcast and non-broadcast sources, 
including cable children’s networks, streaming options, and online providers.  

Among other key revisions, the Report and Order: 

 Expands the 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. timeframe to allow broadcasters to begin 
airing children’s programming one hour earlier, at 6:00 a.m.;

 Modifies the safe harbor processing guidelines used in determining compliance 
with the children’s programming rules; 

 Allows up to 52 hours a year of children’s programming to consist of educational 
specials and/or short-form programming;

 Requires stations to air the substantial majority of their Core Programming on their 
primary program stream but allows stations to air up to 13 hours per quarter of 
regularly scheduled weekly programming on a multicast stream; and

 Streamlines the children’s programming reporting requirements.

Also adopted was a Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking that seeks additional comment on 
the creation of a framework under which broadcasters could satisfy their children’s 
programming obligations by relying, in part, on efforts to sponsor children’s programming 
aired on other in-market stations.  Today’s actions continue the Commission’s Modernization 
of Media Regulation Initiative to eliminate or modify regulations that are outdated, 
unnecessary, or unduly burdensome. 

Action by the Commission July 10, 2019 by Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (FCC 19-67).  Chairman Pai, Commissioners O’Rielly and Carr approving.  



Commissioners Rosenworcel and Starks dissenting.  Chairman Pai, Commissioners O’Rielly, 
Carr, Rosenworcel, and Starks issuing separate statements.
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes official 
action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).


